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Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies,Master’'s Degree

Academic Year 2016

Minimum Term |The master’s degree program requires 2 to 3 years to be completed. However, in case

of Study

of outstanding performance, earlier graduation is possible.

Minimum Credits|27 credits

Curriculum and
Regulations

1 ~ Compulsory Courses : “Introduction to Cultural Studies,” “Professional Training
Seminar” and “Independent Study” are compulsory. Foreign students may select
“Introduction to Inter-Asia Cultural Studies” (course conducted in English)
consisted in the “International Institute for Cultural Studies” curriculum. The course
is admitted as the equivalence for the “Introduction to Cultural Studies.”
“Independent Study” is a course that should be related to your research purpose and
the proposal of your thesis/dissertation. Students must discuss the bibliography list
and the progress of thesis/dissertation with their super-advisors. “Independent
Study” is a one credit semester course, and all students must register “Independent
Study” for 3 semesters.

Foreign students may select “Thesis Writing and Methodology” (course conducted in
English; open every two years) consisted in the “International Institute for Cultural Studies”
curriculum. The course is recognized as the equivalence for the ‘“Professional Training
Seminar.” Alternatively students may select “English Thesis Writing” at Chiao Tung
University.

2 ~ Selective Courses: Courses to be selected from two main groups: “Social, Cultural and

Political Thoughts” and “Cultural Studies: Methods and Practices.”

3 ~ Students are encouraged to create an individual professional area by selecting courses
from the following areas including “East Asian Modernity,” “Taiwan Cultural Studies,”
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and “Comparative Study on Cultural History.” Auxiliary courses, or any other courses
outside the department or the school recognized by the institute will be approved as the
institute’s credits.

4 ~ Besides the courses offered in the institute, students may also select courses from other

universities. Inter-school credits cannot exceed a maximum of 9 credits. (It is required to
have the course syllabus ready for approval by the advisor (or the mentor) or the chair of
the institute before taking the course).
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Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies,PhD Degree

Academic Year 2016

Minimum Term of|2 years
Study
Required Credits |24 credits
Required Credits for (48 credits (including MA credits; not including foreign language credits)
Joint MA/PhD
program
Curriculum and |1~ Compulsory Courses : 9 credits are compulsory, including “Introduction to Cultural
Regulations Studies,” “Professional Training Seminar” and “Independent Study.”
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“Independent Study” is to be conducted according to students’ research areas and
the thesis topic, during which students will meet with their advisor or professor to
discuss the books that are planned to read and the progress of their research.
“Independent Study” should be taken for three semesters with 1 credit gained
from each. For students who have taken “Introduction to Cultural Studies” and
“Professional Training Seminar” during their master study, they can select
courses from Social, Cultural and Political Thoughts instead.

For foreign students they can take “Introduction to Cultural Studies B” or any other
course that is recognized by the department as the equivalence. If they also take
“Introduction to Cultural Studies,” the credits will be recognized. (this also applies to
the students admitted in year 100 and before).

Foreign students may select “Thesis Writing and Methodology” (course
conducted in English; open every two years) consisted in the “International
Institute for Cultural Studies” curriculum. The course is recognized as the
equivalence for the “Professional Training Seminar.” Alternatively students may
select “English Thesis Writing” at Chiao Tung University.

2 ~ Selective Courses: 6 credits need to be selected from the course group “Social,

Cultural and Political Thoughts.”

3 ~ According to their research areas, students are required to select 9 credits from the
theoretical group: Social, Cultural and Political Thoughts and the three main
areas: East Asian Modernity, Taiwan Cultural Studies, and Comparative Study on
Cultural History. Permitted by the advisor (or the mentor if advisor is undecided),
students may select courses from another institute or university, but no more than
9 credits. Auxiliary courses, or any other courses outside the department or school
recognized by the institute will be approved as institute’s credits.

The proof of foreign language proficiency should be submitted before the application

for the thesis oral defense. Once students have obtained the proof they should submit

a copy to the department.

1. Students may choose one of the following to satisfy the second foreign language proficiency

requirement:
a. Completion of two consecutive years of foreign language courses, with passing
grade of 80 points and above.
b. Obtain the proof of passing the language proficiency exam recognized by the institute.
For example: the second foreign exam held by the university, Japan Interchange
Association, German Cultural Center or French Cultural Center. Certificate is required
(Japanese: N5, French: beginner’s level).
c. Student may also take an examination to prove one’s language proficiency
with two professional specialties presented as examiners.

2. For foreign students whose native language is not Mandarin, they can determine their
own first and second foreign languages and provide the proof of language proficiency
test or any language courses taken. The proof of foreign language proficiency should be
submitted before the application for the thesis oral defense. Once students have obtained
the proof they should submit a copy to the department.
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